132                           STRESEMANN

The dispute between Saxony and the Imperial
Government., that had long been looming in the dis-
tance, broke into open conflict, and Zeigner, at the
instance of his Communist Ministers, declared his
independence of the Imperial Executive. When
Stresemann sent his old colleague Heinze as Imperial
Commissary to Saxony, it was with the idea of sending
an emissary rather than an avenger. In later days he
never knew whether at that time, when he was so
frequently betrayed, Heinze too may have deliberately
misunderstood his instructions, or whether his tem-
porary authority turned his head, and he so fancied
himself in the role of dictator in his native city that he
went far beyond Stresemann's intentions. In any case,
the Zeigner Government was forcibly ejected, the
Parliament house was occupied by troops, and the
Reichswehr invaded Saxony to carry out a thorough
re-establishment of order.

The invasion of Saxony proved too heavy a burden
for Social Democracy; the great Coalition Govern-
ment, formed in the hour of Germany's need, collapsed.

The Stresemann Cabinet was overthrown on 23rd
November. The last day on which the Chancellor,
who had already resigned, conducted official business,
was to bring him a last bitter disappointment, and add
yet another burden to those under which the German
State was almost breaking down.

At the instance of leaders of German industry, the
Government had instructed the representatives of the
Ruhr industries to enter into direct negotiations with
the authorities of the Occupation. The Mission
Interalliee de Controle des Usines et des Mines laid down
hard conditions. For a time there was a fruitless